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Deborah — Judge in Israel 
 
Deborah arose during a time when Israel lacked order, courage, and 
direction. 
 
The people faced oppression. 
 
Fear spread throughout the land. 
 
Yet Deborah sat beneath the palm tree, judging Israel with wisdom and 
righteousness. 
 
Men and women came to her seeking counsel. 
 
Leaders came to her seeking direction. 
 
Nations felt the influence of her judgment. 
 
Deborah demonstrates a powerful truth: 
 
The judge mantle is not built upon force. 
 
It is built upon wisdom. 
 
The judge does not create truth. 
 
The judge discerns truth. 
 
The judge does not create justice. 
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The judge applies justice. 
 
--- 
 
The Function 
 
The judge mantle exists to discern, counsel, evaluate, resolve, and 
establish righteous judgment. 
 
The judge listens. 
 
The judge examines. 
 
The judge weighs matters carefully. 
 
The judge separates truth from error. 
 
The judge protects the innocent. 
 
The judge corrects injustice. 
 
The judge helps restore order. 
 
The judge seeks wisdom before making decisions. 
 
A righteous judge does not react emotionally. 
 
A righteous judge seeks understanding. 
 
The goal of judgment is not punishment. 
 
The goal of judgment is righteousness. 
 
Bible Witness 
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"Deborah, a prophetess... she judged Israel at that time." — Judges 4:4 
 
"He shall judge the world with righteousness." — Psalm 9:8 
 
Book of Mormon Witness 
 
Alma sat as chief judge among the people, seeking to govern according to 
the commandments of God. — Alma 4:16–20 
 
Both sticks testify that judgment must be rooted in righteousness and 
wisdom. 
 
--- 
 
The Responsibility 
 
The judge mantle carries tremendous responsibility. 
 
A careless judgment can harm many people. 
 
A righteous judgment can preserve many people. 
 
The judge must remain impartial. 
 
The judge must resist favoritism. 
 
The judge must resist corruption. 
 
The judge must seek truth even when truth is uncomfortable. 
 
Many desire authority. 
 
Few desire accountability. 
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The judge must answer for every judgment rendered. 
 
Therefore wisdom becomes essential. 
 
A judge who acts hastily often creates confusion. 
 
A judge who seeks understanding often establishes peace. 
 
Bible Witness 
 
"He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto 
him." — Proverbs 18:13 
 
Book of Mormon Witness 
 
Judges were established among the Nephites so that the people might be 
governed according to law and righteousness. — Mosiah 29 
 
The mantle requires patience, wisdom, and fairness. 
 
--- 
 
The Mind of Christ 
 
The judge mantle remains governed by the Crown Mantle. 
 
Without the Mind of Christ, judgment becomes condemnation. 
 
Without the Mind of Christ, discernment becomes pride. 
 
Without the Mind of Christ, authority becomes corruption. 
 
Christ judged perfectly because He saw perfectly. 
 
Christ balanced truth with mercy. 
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Justice with compassion. 
 
Correction with redemption. 
 
The judge must remember: 
 
Not every matter requires punishment. 
 
Some matters require restoration. 
 
Some require instruction. 
 
Some require mercy. 
 
The purpose of righteous judgment is not destruction. 
 
The purpose of righteous judgment is restoration and order. 
 
Bible Witness 
 
"Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment." — 
John 7:24 
 
Book of Mormon Witness 
 
Mercy cannot rob justice, and justice cannot deny mercy. — Alma 42 
 
The righteous judge learns to walk between both. 
 
--- 
 
Mission Application 
 
A person walking in the judge mantle today may: 
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- Resolve disputes. 
- Counsel families. 
- Lead communities. 
- Evaluate difficult situations. 
- Establish standards. 
- Promote fairness. 
- Defend truth. 
- Protect the vulnerable. 
 
The judge mantle appears wherever wisdom and discernment are required. 
 
Parents. 
 
Leaders. 
 
Teachers. 
 
Mentors. 
 
Administrators. 
 
Counselors. 
 
All may reflect aspects of the judge function. 
 
--- 
 
The Charge 
 
Seek wisdom. 
 
Hear completely. 
 
Judge righteously. 
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Remain impartial. 
 
Protect the innocent. 
 
Correct injustice. 
 
Pursue truth. 
 
Walk in mercy. 
 
Let compassion temper authority. 
 
Let wisdom guide decisions. 
 
Let Christ govern every judgment. 
 
For the judge mantle exists not to elevate the judge, but to establish 
righteousness among the people. 
 
Supporting Precepts 
 
Bible 
 
- Judges 4:4–9 
- Psalm 9:8 
- Proverbs 18:13 
- Micah 6:8 
- John 7:24 
 
Book of Mormon 
 
- Mosiah 29:11–29 
- Alma 4:16–20 
- Alma 42:13–25 
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- 3 Nephi 14:1–5 
- Mormon 3:18–22 
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